
 To the extent warranted, the “problem solving” process involves problem iden�fica�on (i.e., defini�on and 
 analysis), the development and implementa�on of supports/interven�ons, evalua�on of their 
 effec�veness, and, as needed, referral (e.g., for assistance, addi�onal assessment, or services). This process 
 is based on systema�c data collec�on and analysis, documenta�on, considera�on of all relevant and 
 available informa�on, and hypotheses development/tes�ng. Care Teams rely on exis�ng educa�onal 
 informa�on and staff input, but also collect addi�onal data through the interven�on process and, when 
 necessary, individual student assessment. Informed parent consent generally will be obtained before any 
 student is individually assessed by a member of the school staff UNLESS the assessment is part of the 
 District’s screening ac�vi�es (i.e., something done with a par�cular group of students) or the normal 
 instruc�onal process (i.e., reading assessments). 

 Care Teams also encourage parents to provide any and all relevant informa�on, including from outside 
 professionals or agencies, about their children. Ques�ons about Care Teams and the “problem solving” 
 process should be directed to guidance counselors or school administrators. 
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 S  PECIAL  E  DUCATION 

 In conjunc�on with the Parkway School District, the Special School District (SSD) of St. Louis County 
 provides special educa�on staff, services, and programs for Parkway students with disabili�es. A student 
 qualifies for special educa�on and related services when it is determined through evalua�on that there is 
 an educa�onal disability which “adversely affects educa�onal performance” and requires special educa�on 
 services. 

 All decisions regarding a student’s “free appropriate public educa�on” (FAPE) and “individualized educa�on 
 program” (IEP) are to be made by the student’s IEP Team, which includes the student’s parent(s) and, as 
 appropriate, the student. Emphasis is on keeping the student in the “least restric�ve environment” (LRE) 
 and suppor�ng the student in Parkway’s general educa�on curriculum. The types and amounts of special 
 educa�on and related services, service delivery models, se�ngs in which the services are delivered, 
 curriculum modifica�ons, necessary adapta�ons, and all other instruc�onal decisions related to the 
 student’s disability are to be made by the IEP Team. Certain procedural safeguards, which include the right 
 to appeal diagnos�c and IEP decisions, are available to students with disabili�es and their parents. 
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 S  PECIAL  E  DUCATION  S  ERVICES 

 Special educa�on services can be provided in a number of ways.  These include: 

 Consulta�ve Services:  Special educa�on staff works  with general educators to monitor student 
 performance and to adapt and/or modify classroom instruc�on, curriculum, materials, and tests in order to 
 address student needs. 

 Direct Special Educa�on Services In A Special Educa�on Se�ng:  Special educa�on staff provide direct 
 instruc�on and/or other services in a special educa�on classroom or other se�ng outside of the general 
 educa�on programs. This model is frequently used for either: 
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 “  Learning Strategies:”  These courses follow specific  curricula to teach studying, wri�ng, note taking, 
 outlining, test prepara�on, test taking, and other skills designed to meet students’ individual goals. 
 Students receive a grade (le�er grade or pass/fail) for such courses. 

 Individualized Instruc�on:  These IEP determined areas  of instruc�on and support could include: 

 “Learning Support:”  special educa�on support in and  the applica�on of "Learning Strategies" skills to 
 content area course work - an asterisk [*] appears on grade reports and the transcript to reflect that this is 
 not a standard Parkway content area course 

 “Alterna�ve...” (e.g., Alt. Math, Alt. Eng.):  direct  instruc�on from a special educa�on teacher in content 
 areas (e.g., math, reading, wri�ng, English, science) tailored to student needs – modified curriculum credit 
 is awarded UNLESS the standard Parkway curriculum is taught (an asterisk [*] appears on grade reports and 
 the transcript to reflect modified curriculum). 

 “Individualized Instruc�on” (Ind. Instr.):  a curriculum  which is individualized for a student by the IEP Team 
 (for example, to address an IEP goal), does not relate to a specific content area or Parkway course, and is 
 based on an alterna�ve curriculum or on materials or ac�vi�es adapted by the special educa�on teacher 
 (does NOT mean 1-to-1 instruc�on) - will include an asterisk (*) on grade reports and transcript to reflect 
 the modified curriculum 

 “Community Access” (Comm. Acc.):  special educa�on  supervised work or community experiences as 
 determined by a student’s IEP Team at specific work or community sites - will include an asterisk (*) on 
 grade reports and transcript to reflect the modified curriculum 

 Direct Special Educa�on Services In A General Educa�on Se�ng:  Special educa�on staff provide 
 instruc�onal support and/or other services in a general educa�on classroom/se�ng.  A frequently 
 employed model for doing so is: 

 Co-Teaching/Collabora�ve Instruc�on:  Special educa�on  services are provided through collabora�ve 
 planning and co-teaching involving a Parkway content area teacher and a special educa�on teacher. 
 Co-teaching is not offered in all content areas, grades, or classrooms. Availability will vary according to 
 building needs and resources, as well as on student needs iden�fied through the IEP process. 

 NOTE:  Students may par�cipate in general educa�on classes but work on course requirements, objec�ves, 
 and competencies that are significantly reduced and/or altered.  The student’s record (i.e., grade reports, 
 transcript) will document such modifica�ons with an asterisk (*), but a tradi�onal grade will usually be 
 given.  See below for addi�onal informa�on about modified curriculum. 

 Related Services:  Related services are to be provided  to a student with a disability when such services “are 
 required to assist a child with a disability to benefit from special educa�on.” Related services include, but 
 are not limited to: social work, counseling, speech-language services, occupa�onal therapy (OT), physical 
 therapy (PT), and adap�ve physical educa�on (APE).  The types and minutes/week of related services and 
 the se�ngs in which they are provided are determined by a student’s IEP Team based on need. 
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 L  EVELS  OF  S  PECIAL  E  DUCATION  S  ERVICE 

 A student’s level of service is determined by the  total amount of �me  (calculated as a percentage [%]  of 
 their total instruc�onal week) he/she is  removed  from general educa�on se�ngs/ac�vi�es  and from 
 students without disabili�es  for their special educa�on  and related services  . Regardless of their level of 
 service, some students with certain disability related needs may require specialized special educa�on 
 programs, services, and/or exper�se which may be located only at certain elementary schools. The levels 
 of service offered in Parkway schools are: 

 ●  outside regular classrooms less than 21 percent (0% to 20.9%) of the school day 
 ●  outside regular classrooms at least 21 percent but no more than 60 percent (21% - 60%) of the 

 school day 
 ●  outside regular classrooms more than 60 percent (60.1% or more) of the school day. 
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 M  ODIFIED  C  URRICULUM  /C  OURSES 

 The opportunity to par�cipate in a Parkway content area classroom and earn credit for their work is 
 available to all students, regardless of the nature and severity of their disabili�es. With appropriate 
 adapta�ons and support, most students are able to meet curriculum objec�ves, be graded on the same 
 expecta�ons as other students, and receive credit. Modified curricula/courses are intended for use when, 
 despite adapta�ons and support, students are unable to achieve the minimal outcomes defined for a 
 course and therefore require the essence of the Parkway course to be changed (modified) to accommodate 
 their needs. 

 When curriculum is modified, a  course �tle will include  an asterisk (*)  and, possibly, a different course 
 number. The following nota�on will appear on Parkway transcripts: "* or IEP = Modified Curriculum.” Use 
 of an asterisk (*) on progress reports and transcripts to indicate that curriculum has been modified is 
 determined by the content and nature of the work a�empted  by the student and NOT by who teaches 
 the student (course) or in what se�ng (i.e., general or special educa�on) the student spends a given 
 period. 

 An asterisk (*) will appear next to “courses” when: 

 ●  the “essence” of a tradi�onal, approved Parkway course has been changed (usually by significantly 
 modifying the course content, objec�ves, and competencies) to meet the individual needs of a 
 student 

 ●  students are doing content (e.g., math, English, science, history) related work in a special educa�on 
 se�ng where the content taught by the special educa�on teacher is modified and based on 
 individualized expecta�ons 

 ●  students are working on "daily living," voca�onal, or other "alterna�ve" curricula (including 
 community access ac�vi�es) which are determined by the IEP Team and do not relate to tradi�onal, 
 approved Parkway courses. 
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 For students working on significantly modified content/competencies in Parkway general educa�on 
 classrooms, Parkway instructors are able to give such students appropriate grades and credit without 
 compromising those for students working on tradi�onal coursework. 

 No asterisk (*) will be used when the essence of a Parkway course’s content, curriculum, objec�ves and 
 competencies is maintained. This is true even when a student is in a general educa�on classroom se�ng 
 involving co-teaching, direct support from special educa�on staff (i.e., teacher, interpreter, assistant), 
 and/or adapta�ons to instruc�on, tes�ng, or materials. When a student is in a special educa�on se�ng, 
 but is working on the tradi�onal or established content, requirements, and competencies for an approved 
 general educa�on Parkway course, no asterisk (*) will appear if his/her curriculum is the same as for other 
 students taking the same Parkway course. 

 For students receiving special educa�on services, their IEP Team must determine and document all 
 adapta�ons, curricular modifica�ons, and how grades will be determined when there are differences from 
 those provided for students without disabili�es. For students with Sec�on 504 disabili�es, the 
 Individualized Accommoda�on Plan (IAP) Team must determine and document changes from what is 
 comparable for students without disabili�es. For students who do not have disabili�es, the student’s 
 parent(s)/guardian(s) must agree to modifica�ons and how the modifica�on will be documented in the 
 student’s record. 

 Grades for students whose course/program is modified will be based on the same criteria used to grade 
 other students. Therefore,  grades are to be based  on the extent to which the modified requirements, 
 expecta�ons, and competencies/skills are met, not met, or exceeded by the student, as well as other 
 variables  (i.e., class par�cipa�on, homework comple�on  and performance) used by teachers to determine 
 grades. The teacher(s) responsible for a student’s primary instruc�on in a given area is to determine the 
 student’s grade.  Grading can also be modified by switching  to a pass/fail criterion or determining that no 
 grade will be given (i.e., audit). 

 P  SD  JULY  2008 

 P  ARKWAY  S  CHOOL  D  ISTRICT 

 S  ERVICES  AND  R  IGHTS  FOR  S  TUDENTS  WITH  D  ISABILITIES 

 Students with disabili�es have rights and safeguards under Sec�on 504 of the Rehabilita�on Act of 1973, 
 the Americans with Disabili�es Act (ADA), and, when eligible, the Individuals with Disabili�es Educa�on 
 Improvement Act (IDEA-2004). Students with disabili�es are protected from discrimina�on and guaranteed 
 a "free appropriate public educa�on" (FAPE), which is defined by their Individualized Educa�on Program 
 (IEP) or, for Sec�on 504, Individualized Accommoda�on Plan (IAP). The rights of students with disabili�es 
 and the roles/responsibili�es for Parkway and the Special School District (SSD) of St. Louis County are 
 described in: 

 ●  Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Educa�on's (DESE)  State Plan for Special 
 Educa�on  and IDEA-2004  Procedural Safeguards for  Children and Parents  brochure 

 ●  the SSD's Compliance Plan 
 ●  the St. Louis County  General Assurance Document 
 ●  the U.S. General Educa�on Provision Act (GEPA) 
 ●  Parkway’s policies/guidelines and Sec�on 504 rights handout. 

 Under the Family Educa�onal Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA), parents have the right to review, request 
 amendment of, and file complaints concerning personally iden�fiable informa�on maintained on their 
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 child.  Parents/guardians (or majority age students) are to be provided with their procedural safeguards 
 and wri�en no�fica�on regarding the iden�fica�on, evalua�on, and/or placement of students with 
 disabili�es. 

 Children under Parkway’s jurisdic�on between the ages of three (3) and twenty-one (21) may be eligible 
 for special educa�on and related services. The SSD provides services to students diagnosed with one of the 
 following educa�onal disabili�es: Au�sm, Deaf/Blindness, Emo�onal Disturbance, Hearing Impairment and 
 Deafness, Mental Retarda�on, Mul�ple Disabili�es, Orthopedic Impairment, Other Health Impairments, 
 Specific Learning Disabili�es, Speech or Language Impairment, Trauma�c Brain Injury, Visual 
 Impairment/Blind, or Young Child with a Developmental Delay. Parkway provides accommoda�ons and 
 services to students with Sec�on 504 disabili�es who are not eligible under the IDEA. 

 The SSD offers special educa�on and related services (e.g., physical and occupa�onal therapy, speech 
 and/or language services, social work services, counseling) for students. These include evalua�on, 
 screening, and special educa�on services for students with educa�onal disabili�es a�ending non-public 
 schools. For students with and without diagnosed educa�onal disabili�es, the districts offer Homebound 
 Instruc�on (for home or hospital-bound students) and applied technology/voca�onal programming. 

 The districts are required to locate, evaluate, and iden�fy children with disabili�es under their jurisdic�on, 
 regardless of the severity of the disability, and assist the State with informa�on and referral services in the 
 implementa�on of early interven�on services for infants and toddlers eligible for Missouri’s First Steps 
 Program. This includes non-resident children a�ending private schools in Parkway, highly mobile children 
 (i.e., migrant and homeless children), and children suspected of having a disability and in need of special 
 educa�on even though advancing from grade to grade. When staff has significant concerns about a 
 student, they are to ini�ate the “problem solving” process and, when needed, refer the student to the 
 school’s Care Team. Parkway Care Teams ini�ate the disability iden�fica�on process when appropriate. 
 Parents/guardians who suspect a disability may ini�ate the disability "iden�fica�on" process by making a 
 request to school staff. 

 All students with disabili�es are served in the least restric�ve environment and a�end their neighborhood 
 Parkway schools unless determined otherwise. A student’s IEP or IAP Team determines what placement, 
 program, special educa�on and related services, supplementary aids, adapta�ons, curriculum 
 modifica�ons, or other accommoda�ons are required. The opportunity to par�cipate in the Parkway 
 curriculum, earn "regular" or “modified curriculum" credit, and obtain a high school diploma is available to 
 all students. 

 Ques�ons and requests for assistance, informa�on, or this no�ce in another language should be directed 
 to Parkway's Special Services Department at the Administra�ve Center (@ 314-415-8071) or the school's 
 “special educa�on administra�ve team” (Parkway administrator and SSD area coordinator). 

 PSD M  AY  2007 
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